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Universal Weather and Aviation enters into partnership with Macquarie Consortium 
 
Houston (Nov. 20, 2007) - Universal Weather and Aviation, Inc. announced today that it has 
entered into a strategic partnership with a consortium comprised of Macquarie Capital Alliance 
Group and Macquarie Global Opportunities Partners (the Consortium), which are both entities 
managed by the Macquarie Group. 
 
Universal® signed a contractual agreement with the Consortium Tuesday, Nov. 20, that will 
officially execute the partnership subject to closing conditions and regulatory approvals 
customary for transactions of this type, with closing expected within 60 days.  
 
A leading provider of trip support services for the business aviation market, Universal® is 
headquartered in Houston with approximately 1,300 employees worldwide. In addition to trip 
support services, the company has what’s considered the premier global ground support network 
(known as “FBOs” in the U.S.) and is the pioneer of business aviation’s fuel management 
programs with its fuel division, UVair®. 

Under the terms of the partnership, the Consortium will acquire a 45 % financial interest 
(approximately) in the company. Universal® Chairman Greg Evans will retain controlling 
interest with 55 % ownership. Universal’s current leadership structure will remain the same with 
the addition of two of Macquarie’s officers who will assume roles on the Universal Board of 
Directors.  
 
Greg Evans, who currently is sole owner of Universal®, will continue in his role as Chairman of 
the Board; Ralph Vasami will continue as President and CEO; Dave Diulus will continue as 
Chief Operating Officer; and Doug Kelley as Chief Financial Officer.  
 
“It is with great pleasure and excitement that I, along with the Universal® Board of Directors, 
make this announcement,” said Evans. “Because of Macquarie’s strong asset management track 
record and unique experience in the business aviation industry, the Consortium will be able to 
provide resources, expertise and strategic synergy to aid in Universal’s global growth and 
expansion strategies.” 
 
He added, “Our current services, our day-to-day operations will not change – with the exception 
of just continuing to get better, which will be largely due to this new partnership that will provide 
additional resources, the opportunity for aggregate buying power along with the strategic 
synergy I mentioned earlier.  
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“We are the same Universal®, the same industry leader, the same trusted company that our 
clients and vendors can continue to rely upon for superior customer service when it comes to 
business aviation services.”  
 
Michael Cook, CEO of Macquarie Capital Alliance Group and Chairman of Macquarie Global 
Opportunities Partners, said, “We are excited to be entering into this partnership with Universal® 
and investing alongside Greg Evans to support the company’s growth. Universal has an excellent 
reputation, institutional expertise and a global presence that make it the leader in its industry. 
The company is directly aligned with the fast growing general aviation market and demonstrates 
many ‘privileged cash flow’ characteristics that we seek and that make it an attractive investment 
for our investors. Through Macquarie’s financial expertise and business aviation sector 
experience, we’ll also be in a strong position to assist Universal as it continues to grow and serve 
its customers around the world.” 
 
Universal® will maintain its operational autonomy, its independent brand, and its current 
leadership structure as noted earlier. 
 
Jefferies Quarterdeck, a division of Jefferies & Company, Inc., served as the exclusive financial 
advisor to Universal. Macquarie Securities (USA) Inc. acted as exclusive financial advisor to the 
Consortium. 
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About Universal Weather and Aviation, Inc: 
 
At Universal Weather and Aviation, Inc., our goal is to become a vital extension of our clients’ 
flight operations teams. Universal® 

offers a wide range of services designed to provide business 
aviation operators seamless service from start to finish. Universal provides international trip 
planning that includes a wide range of services such as flight planning, weather briefings, online 
tools, the UVair® 

Fueling Card, Universal Aviation ground support, UVdatalink® 
air-to-ground 

communication, and more. Universal has been facilitating successful trips for business aviation 
operators since 1959, when the company was founded by the late Tom Evans. 
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About the Macquarie Consortium:  
 
Macquarie Group 
The Macquarie Group (Macquarie) comprises Macquarie Group Limited and its worldwide 
affiliated entities. MCAG and MGOP are managed by members of the Macquarie Group, a 
diversified global financial services firm and a leading investor and manager of investments in 
private equity, infrastructure, essential service, media and real estate assets around the world 
through a range of listed and unlisted vehicles. 
 
Macquarie has significant experience managing and/or owning investments in the aviation 
industry including Fixed-Base Operations (FBOs), airports, aircraft leasing and jet engine 
leasing. 
 
 
Macquarie Capital Alliance Group 
 The Macquarie Capital Alliance Group is a co-investment fund which provides exposure to the 
significant and diverse investment opportunities generated by the Macquarie Group. Drawing on 
Macquarie’s deal execution expertise, MCAG can take advantage of these opportunities by 
deploying capital quickly and strategically. 

MCAG has significant interests in four promising industry sectors: Aged care (Australia); 
Directories (Europe); Media services and broadcast playout (UK and Australia); and, Vehicle 
tyre inflation services (US, Canada and UK). 

 
Macquarie Global Opportunities Partners 
Macquarie Global Opportunities Partners (MGOP) is an unlisted fund focused on making private 
equity investments in privileged cash flow businesses globally. Established in 2007, MGOP is 
managed by a subsidiary of the Macquarie Group.  
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